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NERO AND TOMNODDY WOULD SCOFF AT BOXING TO-DAY
Thc Tirst Known Fight
PromoterS'Tex^Nero*
Matched Hritannus
and EthiopiuSy and lt
Was a Case of'Mori-
turi te Salutamus,"
hut There IVas No
Money in It for Nero.

THE development of the boxing promoter
la hard to tracc, owing to the paucity
of facts furnished by the sporting

.".riters ,,f o'den tinrcs. lia,! there been a

Richar.l K. Fox in thc days of the Roman Em¬

pire the wo'k of thc rarnest mvestigator wouM
bl eaay. But K aam that the literature of
'he manly art of self-dcfence began aeon? after

the art itself was old.
The late Mr. Nero. of Rome, Italy, is the

earliest boxing promoter concerning whaim wr

could gather any tangible sort of data. and all

that we could learn about him was that he

handled boxing entertainments as a side line.

Fike most of the modern boxing promoters, he

war a politician. He was also something of a

performer on the fiddle, and wrote verses. Thf

latter count should not be heid against him, for

he ierBBl may have been written by his pres*

¦igcn*..
Getting a!,y real dope on Mr. Nero's boxing

rntertainments was like getting an appropria
tion for a new battle ship. Tbe historian*. tried

to .ide-step ua. They told Ul that Mr. Naro
ted chiefly for other forms of entertain-

ment. rurh a: battle- between martyrs and

"Nobody wanl to know about that kinai of

entertamment." we told the head historian. "It

15 n"t iport. The Hnn must have been a sure

thing unless the fight was fixed."
That seemed to irritate him. He switched

to a long-winded deeeriptkm of fights between

men carrying nets and harpoons and men a ar-

rying iworda and shield.-. That made ua

angry.
"Did or did not the late Mr. Nero, of Rome.

Italy, promote boaing and handle stable? of

oxers'.'"

Pinally t'ne historian admitted that he did,
We tried to get a line on the heavyweight
ehampion of Rome, bul it seems that there
were no reeord books kept in the empire. The
JettieUfl Willardus of Rome was thus deprived
of the credit that was due h*m.

EMPEROR NERO WAS A BOXING
PROMOTER FOR THE FUN

OF THE THING.
Rut we managed to draw from the histonans

tbe fa'*t that the late Mr. Nero was a boxing
promoter for the fun of the thing. He charged
nothing for the boxing ,*hows and he took no

parcentage from the boxera.
The manly art was a very rough game in

It wa* worse than the
London priu ring period, which followeai cen

turies afterwaral. The boxers wore leather
banda and I rass knucklcs. There was only
me round, and it lasted until the Coroner was

aalleal in to look over the loser.
There was no chance of fixing a fight then.

There was no opportunity for the manager t<>

offer an alihi. There was no referee. for none

needed. Conaequently, there were new

face- .i* nearly all of the boxing cntcrtain-
ta.

Tbo late Mr. Nero did not bave to bother
with the manageri of the boxers. They had
none. Tbe boys who furnisheal the bouts foi
him were doing time for the felony of na>t be

mg Romani. When Mr. Nero a'ommanded,
"Bring on ¦ Briton and an Kthiupian!" there
was no talk of tbe color line. The mauh wa

made on tbe spot. A- far a.- we can gather.
Mr. Nero. gg g boxing promoter, ran thing
with a rather high hand. Bul while historian-
have charged him with nearly everything elM,
he never hai beM accu ed of putting on ¦ fake

fight.
Mi Ni ro . o ipared 'be early patroni of

the boxing game thfl nuiMntt of the noisy see

ln thOM good old bout.-. at Romi' there

wan m ci a of MUee your left, Britannui!"
an- "Uppercut him, EthiopJue!" The men in
the ring or, rather. the arena.were al-
!. .*.c<l to fight thair "»n li^ht.

Perhaps lf Mr. Nero haal devoted all of bis
time to the boxing game, instead of allowing
himself to be steered off to **ide lines, he would
hava-* alone much more for the manly art. The

remain-. that he always tried to make
oiiual matr-he*. and that the ancient Romans
COUld be reasonably xiire that every light was

in it- ment-. Hil ole idea in promoting box-
\as to amUM the Roman peoyle anal him

>clf. There are ao many gooai point"- in fava,r
aif Mr. Nero, tbe fight promoter. that we MMM*

times think that Mr. Nero, the man. must ha\e
been grossly misunderstood by the historians.

WITH REFERENCE TO BOXING.
THE DARK AGES WERE

DARK INDEED.
Yet in spite of the high standards which the

late Mr. Nerai maintained at hi.* boxing con

tests. the manly art -eemeai to have dropped
,,ut of aight a.* a mean- ni entertamment for a

¦rumber of centunes. After the Catatui came

ihe bare knuckle era. Again the historians
fail us when we mo-t need them. Until thc
ime of 1 |gg, who heid the hare knuckle cham

THE HEENAN-SAYERS FI0HT.
Ringsidc seats cost no more than those in the gallery. and because of the excellent system of ventilation smok.ng waa

permitted in all parts of the house.

pienahip In 1719, thew is abaolutely no authet>
tie reeord or boi cera.
The boxing promoi i iceeedad the

late Mr. Nero were alao backeri of the tame

purely for the love of th<* thing. They iup
ported t^e fighl pui up the puraei for
the matches. The puraei were not the most

liberal. but il muat be reraembered that there
W9Tt . in thoae day:- and no

admi.-sion was charged. A bit of turf OT a

tavern floor Mrved for a flghtlng place.
Wirh the revival of the boxing game in V.oz

lanal came the aecond nnd the teferee. In the

poo.l old Roman days there wai no need of
offii-ials. for there were no r-ifles, ona*e the gong

BOUnded. The bucket and the iponge and the
advice from the corner came with the London
pri/** ring rutes.
The boxing promoter umler this regime W8J

usually a young nobleman with plenty of
mr,' Sa n'¦. mes ha' was a squire or a tav¬

ern keeper. Vou will recall Mr. Toota, in
"Dombey and Son." He wa.- a type of thi
fight manager of hia period. The Came
Chieken. under his managi'tnent, was a typical
prizetighter of the period. The word manage¬
ment I.-, ii.it uaed i'i the moalern sense here. Mr.
ooti paid 'i|p Game Chicken'i living expenMS

and loal money every time the Came Chieken

fought.
The moalern boxing promoter aml the mod

ern fight manager are Ameria-an institutions.

They came with the Marquis of Queensherry
rule.-. Under tbe London pri'.c ring rules in
England the notion of capitalixing boxing and
the boxen never oecurred to the patrona of

the l|
THE MODERN FIGHT PROMOTER

THINKS IN TERMS OF
DOLLARS ONLY.

Sl, ing, the moalern boxing pro
nia.ti¦(¦ an.l the modern kghl manager of boxer?
are paia-ita Thej think in dollars only.
The 'he late Mr. Nero aending in a

boxer i'r bc finished in <>ne light shocl-- them

not because they feel for tha* boxer, bul they
liguie tliat one boxer should reap many purBCI.
The ancient boxing promoter always tried to

make good matabes. The late Mr. Nero. from
what we could gather, felt deeply pained when
a pair of gladiaton tageal at his club put up
a poor exhibition. He nadV no exeueai for
them. He inclined his thum!'. aml they were

diapoaed of with celerity and efficiency.
Mr. Ne'-o never ran to alibi*. There ifl no

reeord of him ever having -ai<l: "Britann i-

went mto the fighl with 1 bad fight hand anal
Ethiopiua was overweight. They will put up
another and I better fight at the Sa-nati:
ulusaiue Club na-"' WMk, when the price will be
only eight drachmaa for ringaide sea'-." Not
Mr. Nero. In the purest of anciasnt I.atin be
would say: "Take UlOM two boOM out!"

1-or a while the manager of I boxer was

forced to risk a certain amount of money in
the shape of I 'tial tbe promoter araa
forceai to put up a certain amount in the shape
of a pursa-. But not in theaa days. The man

ager risks nothing hut the life of hi- boxei
Tbe promoter take- .¦,,, chance at all. UnloCfl h.
ovei eatimal drawing capacity of tha
me be ha matched. It ii a-lo.M profi! f
manager aml tho promoter. When Ameria-an
commercialize i ipori ar-.al industry or an art.
it ii always done *" that the Ananeier always
the man \«ho put np M BOney and ha« noth

>ng at stake- -must have his profits cinched.
Tbe boxing promoter is no longer a iportl

man; be a h.sine.-s man. The handler of
IjOXOra is no longer ¦ patron; he is a combina-
Uon of coDection agent. press agent and com-

mis.-ion man.particularly the last named. In
the modern boxing match there are more blows
.truck on the cash register than on the human

anatomy.
Before the days of the professional boxing

promoter and the manager of boxers the
process of making a match was ridiculously
simple. In the good olal alays of the late Mr.
Nero they were literally made in a moment.
When the good old Emperor saw that Ml

people were weary of the one-sided matcho*
between the martyrs and the lions and were

longing for some real exeitement, he com-

manded that the boxers be brought in. "Hrintr
in a couple of good heavyweights," Mr. Nero
would say. "A Caul and a Briton ought to

make a gooal match."

HOW TO MAKE MONE1

Inaaaad of the tadioui formalitiM whieh
riv<i'"4c the modern boxing co-ntest, the tlaul

d ih« Briton, itripped for the fray and
armed with tbe LBlllll. would parade before
the Kmperor's ringside seat. They would
chant "Morituri te salutamus," which was

for "It look- like curtains for both of
UB."

Even before tbe iportivaly inclined could

get their betl down the bout would begin. Mr.
Nero would glance carelessly at an hour glass.
By the time he looked up the Gaul would be
a,n the ground.
"Darn tbe luck!" Mr. Nero would say. "The

heavyweight championship has changed hands

again; and I didn'l even see the knockout
puneh. Bring in an Kthiopian and see if he
can trim thil Briton."

Anil ^o Um Bport would go on. Thc heavy-
weight ehampionahip would probably change
hands ahout a dozen times in one afternoain.
lf any of the boui last<*d more than a few

Hv Robert .1. Wildhack

\!ll.SHOKT-i 'HANGING.
lake a job at an> window. makin«^ rhange for hurried hiiyei-.;

^ ou can make i« short | niekel or I Quarter, if >ou're -*|jck.
Ihough it ma> not net a-Miiieh i-*-->mo of Wall Street's lueky Mer

Still. it's eomfortinc to knon that >ou ran turn I Ho\er trirk.

1.Shnrl
1.< hflflff ipart ot ill

minutes the Roman mob would begin to elam-
or, "They're awful! Take them off!" And
"taking them off" in those dayr? meant that

they were taken off permanently.
Match-making in the days of the London

prize ring rules was slightly more complicated.
My I.ord Tomnoddy meets my Lord Tomfool-
ery at the Boar's Head Inn.

"Will you back the Game Chieken for a cou¬

ple of hundred pounds, Ned?" a.sks my Lord
Tomnoddy.
"Done," returns my Lord Tomfoolery.
"We'll have to raise a purse for the beggars.

then." continues my Lord Tomnoddy. "I'll go

thirty pounds."
"I'll s*and another thirty," volunteers my

l.ord Tomfoolery. "Come. gentlemen, what
do you say?"
The other blood*. poorer in purse. finally

make up the remaining forty pounds. Jem

Simpson anal the Game Chieken are sent for,
and the time is set for the next morning. The
ring is pitched in an adjacent field. The

Squire. because of his knowledge of the manly
art of self-defenee, is made referee.

In the forty-tifth round the Game Chieken
gets Jem's heaal into chancery and pounds him

mto ineeniibUity. Finally the Chieken throws

Jem violently to the ground, and Jem cannot

come back to the scratch.
Mv I.ord Tomnoddy hands the purse over

to th.-* Game Chieken. who grins a distorteai
-rin because his lips have been split in the

bout. There i- no looar*! end in this fight. My
Lord Tomfoolery, who has been cursing over

hil leeaee, stop.s suddenly and tosses a couple
of sovereigns over to the beaten man. "You're
a game fellow. anyhow." he says. "But, dash

it all! why did you let him get your head into

chancery'.'"

THERE WAS NO LOSER'S END TO
THE OLDTIME PURSES.

The Game Chieken walks over to Simp-nn.
"Ve fought a fair fight, Iad," he say--. "Here's

a couple more ."-overc-igns for 'ee. I'll set my-

-.clf up in a taverr: now, and you're welcome
there any time. No man could be more wel¬
come."

Making a match in 1016 ll much more com¬

plicated than the putting through of a bigger
linancial dcal. One of the boxers arrives in
town with his corps of managers, secretaries,

and attorney.-. He puts up at the most

expanaive hotel he can find. Two battalions
of porting wnt<*i s surround the place, and his

every movement is recorded in the scurrying
editioni of the aew papers. The President of
the I'nited .-states ll jostled out of the way by
the curiou.* erowdl fighting for a peep at the

ehampion.
The challenger puts up at the next most ex-

peri-ive hotel. He. too, is flanked by a big
rotinuo. Whenever he moves it is to the ac

eompaniment of clicking cameras and the blaze
of fla.-hlights.

Th" place set for the signing of the historic
artielei is the ballroom of the nvist expensive

BoBted al a long table on a. platform
,-<* t|,e p"-a,moter. the head BUUiagan of the
,.\,-*r v. ith their BMretariaa, >tenographers.

. i and other noeenary attondanta. The
rooai ia packed to t!;e door- with newepeper
men and influential citizens.
"We want IWly thousand dollars and M pOf

cent of the moving picture rights, and we in-

As for My Lord Tom*
noddy* He \\ ould Back
the (iame Chicken for
a Conpie of Hundred
Pounds Any Day, but
His Successor. the
Modern li^ht Promi)*
ter. Is a Parasite.

M-t the* Bill Spinka referea tha eonteeV tht
manager tor th<' ehnmpioi begina.
"Where do pon m ' thol 'r ma di tht

manager fnr thc ehallenger. "Wr- have «ome

ripht.-.. Wc arc entitled to -omef

At thia pomt thc nttorney for thc ehaaeapt
and thc attorney for the champion
talk nt oncc Thc promoter rignnb to th«
head waiter, v.-'no tran.-fers thc or.Ier to hu
attcn.iants. Weitera bogln te lead tht ubl«
with bettlea of champajrne. The photogrt-
phcrs ahoot off their fla'.hlijrht.-. takirg p.,-..
urcs of the intcllcctual group Lndoead in t ha!o

of champajrne bottle-.
"Make it forty-even thousand five hundred

dollars." plead- the promoter. "That is t lot
of moncy."

"It can't be done." say- the manage-. MI'd
he robhing my family and the families of the
other managers if I took a cent Um. Besides.
we're thc champion. It's the other fellow who

ought to take the chances."
The attorneys begin to wrar.g'.e again. and

it look- a.- though Um match might not ht

made that day. The marrager tot tha cham¬

pion beglna to marshal Um as = i<tant m_n»ger«
for a dramatic exit.

"Wai'." inya thc promoter. after a whu

pcrcd conraltotion
make it fifty thou.and."

Tha -nnnnger for the ehaUengor riaai and
makes M effective and toochlng ipaath. He

tdla of -hc ateriing qualitiea of the fighter un¬

der hia manacremer-t. and eloOM wKI I firm

demand for twenty-five thousand dollar?.
Thc promoter protests faintly. But he ha'

figured in advance that even if he KCOdN to

both demands ho will still make upward ef

fifty thoumnd dollars out of the match. Fina!

ly he consent''.
The managers read the art'cles mref'iWy and

the ettorneya look at them through micro-

nopee. Suddenly the manager for the ehal-
letlger says: "We can't sign. because these ar¬

ticles atipuletfl that Bill Bpinka mui. referee.
We object to Bill Bpinka."
PICKING A REFEREE IS VERY IM¬

PORTANT, BUT IT DOESNT
MATTER.

"On what grounds?" demands the attorney
for the champion.
"On no grounds." replies thi manager for

the ehallenger. "excepting that we ought to

have something to say ahout the selec'ion of
the referee. I am not going to let the man

ngers for the champion put anything over on

ine."
"Let me select the referee, then," M_flMBl

the promoter.
"In justice to myseif and to my farr '.7. '

could not do that." says the manager for tht

champion. "It moet be Bill Bpinka or robody.
We can go right back to the cireus, you know.
We can get live hundred dollars a week witfl-

out lighting, you know."
As a matter of fact, neither alde carea who

referees the fight. but these little forir.alitic»
must be gone through to make everythir.glook
regular. The managers of boxers want to im

preaa the world in general with the fact that

without managers boxers never could or r.ever

would box.
Finally it il agreed that the referee shall

be selected at a special meeting of Congress
from a number of names submitted ! y the
Cabinet. That much is settlci and the extras

aro re'.eascd.
Three weeks are occupied in training Bi

served .-eat-; to .-ee the boxera fotng through
their calisthenics and breathing exerci-cI 0W
sol.l at exorl.itar.t prices by the t|
The newspapcr- give more space to the train¬

ing anecdotes than to the Europcar
On the night of the bout the banker ot thi

promoter tmnafera fifty
the banker of the champion and
thousand dolli W of the chal

lenger. Thc men in tha box OtntO hand the

promoter their tentative tigures. II" i";<*

that he has made BOVOntf thou-and dollars. in¬

stead of fifty thou.-and dollars. He il or'.-un

that boxing is a r.oble .-port.
After the bout the champion Indi that ht

has skinned one of his knuckles, and hi *
part- irnrnediately for Palm l.each, leavir g the

aaenegere, the aoeretnriea and tne etton
ftttend tO the petry tinancial doUUi. The cha

lenger diaCOVOri that MM tt hii 9SJ99 ha-

Blightly bruiaed, ao hi deperta for thi '.

. iv, ipernte. Mi tnkea only a eoepaa
ef vnleta arith hina, leeving the reel nf th'

retinue to attend tO the pettf fmancia! _M<
Sometimes the manager ii an e\i-oxer.

Sometimes he i- a mere busine.-s man, who

doea not know a right taroM freai a left shift.
A mai.a'er doea HO. MOOOOOrlly ha.e to know

nnything nboot boxing. Neither doea the mai
t n boxing promoter.
The _noet auttooafol boxing pceaMtera have

been theatncal men <>r

tera I in tha nuuiljr nrt ba been
iei. That 1- arhy are look back at the lel 1 9\t
Nero in a kind' ¦otot
ba -.em- r.i bevi prowoted for tbe ipoii *

alone, without pn.'it and without hoggHnf
\ far ei boxing ii eoneerned. the late m~.

Nero ema the nobleat Roman of them all.


